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The excitement of the Christian life
lies in the incomprehensible vision of
what God's plan holds in store for us.
Each new day becomes a spontaneous
fulfillment of that plan. We are thrilled
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when joy, faith, peace, hope, or love
touch and become a part of our growing
experience. It is these gifts we seek to
enrich our lives.
But what about those "gifts" that have
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a way of seeking us out? I am referring to
those inevitable trials, temptations—
and yes, problems. Oh those problems!
As much as we hate to see them raise
their frightful heads, those are the experiences that add the greatest strength
and endurance to our Christian lives.
James understood this important lesson
when he said, "Consider yourselves fortunate when all kinds of trials come your
way, for you know that when your faith
succeeds in facing such trials, the result
is the ability to endure" (James 1:2-3,
TEV).
We are probably all nodding our
heads and mouthing an agreement to
James' words, but how often do we
really consider ourselves thankful for
troubles, especially when we are up to
our neck in them? It is easy to talk about
what is good for us and how all these
dreadful experiences are going to make
us strong, steadfast Christians. But what
do we do when those problems cease to
be hypothetical or someone else's, and
attach themselves inescapably to us?
When our faith is subjected to nearly
intolerable stress and strain, and we are
not sure we can endure? Just how are we
supposed to turn personal disaster into
spiritual victory?
If we could face our problems objectively, surveying the circumstances with
a calm spirit, we might be able to express
thanks in the midst of our turmoil. But
that is the problem: when we are fighting
our own personal battles we are not
objective or calm. So how could we possibly understand God's plan in it all, or
even recognize that there is a plan? If we
are going to be able to see the existence
of a plan, and if these problems are
meant to have some special meaning in
our lives, there must be some intelligent
way to handle them.
The answer to this serious question is
very simple in theory but most difficult
to put into practice. It is simply this:
Don't try to handle them—they belong
to God. God does not allow these trials
and temptations to come our way just to
see how well we can struggle through
them; he allows them as an opportunity
to fulfill his promise to us. He is waiting
to handle them. That is the reason problems sometimes become too much for
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d o n ' t pick

our human strength and faith to endure;
we should not have picked them up in
the first place.
Paul spells out that very promise God
is trying to honor, in I Corinthians
10:13, "Every temptation that has come
your way is the kind that normally come
to people. For God keeps his promise,
and he will not allow you to be tempted
beyond your power to resist; but at the
time you are tempted he will give you the
strength to endure it, and so provide you
with a way out" (TEV). Whether it is a
temptation or any other problem that
befalls, God has promised to provide us
with a way out. Oh, the victory that
could be ours if we would only claim
that promise.
Unfortunately, we are products of a
"do-it-yourself' society. In dealing with
a problem, as with everything else, we
decide we must handle it. Finding ourselves on the horns of a dilemma, we
grab hold of those horns and hang on
for dear life. Then after we think we
have that problem in our power, we
proceed to analyze it, work out a solution, and contrive the desired results.
Oh, how we must frustrate God!
If we would only let go and allow the
Holy Spirit to do his own work! In our
uninhibited zeal to discover our own
answers, we drive back the very one God
has sent to direct us. If you could be very
still, very obedient to the leading of the
Holy Spirit, you would see that you
yourself are the answer. God wants to
use you to reveal the solution he has
planned.
If the Holy Spirit is to guide us in our
times of trial, how do we "tune-in" to
him? Guidance from the Holy Spirit is
not something we can conjure up when
the need arises. A working relationship
with that Spirit has its beginning in
humility, and is grown and nurtured in
the love of God. It is a process that must
germinate long before the problem
emerges. Such a relationship will grow
and become effective only as it is pursued in a step-by-step, day-after-day
obedience to the leading of the Spirit.
Each time we respond to his counseling
we reinforce that kinship.
However, if we repeatedly turn a deaf
ear when the Spirit tries to guide, he will

come less and less frequently until the
time comes when he ceases to approach
us at all. Then when we really need that
counsel he could bring us, he will be the
one who does not hear. The Holy Spirit
is not a puppet to be moved at our every
whim; he is God's envoy to us. Give him
his right and honorable place.
The greatest deterrent of this valuable
relationship is pride. If we are not willing to set our proud and haughty spirit
aside, and put the glory of God first,
pride will forever stand as an impenetrable wall between us and the Spirit. It
is the devil who pushes pride into our
lives to destroy what God is trying to
accomplish in and through us. Foolish
pride and a working Spirit cannot exist
in the same Christian life. One must
always die out before the other can truly
flourish.
Obedience to his Spirit can bring us
the solution to our problem as God
directs, and will also fill our lives with
thejoy, faith, peace, hope, and love that
we were seeking in the first place. The
key to acceptance of God's will is in
remembering that it will be his solution,
not necessarily the one we desire. After
all, if we are daily responding to the
leading of the Holy Spirit, it will be the
solution that best fits into God's constantly developing plan for our life.
The Christian life is indeed exciting,
and even the uncertainty of what lies
ahead can add to the excitement and
expectation that comes with each new
day. We can face even the problems with
thankfulness and a spirit of adventure
when we know that someone stronger
and wiser is always going to be there to
guide and direct. If we can only keep our
humanity out of the dilemmas that
befall us, and replace self with the guidance of the Spirit, we will grow and gain
the ability to endure that God has promised. So when that trial or problem
crops up in your Christian life—and it
will—don't pick it up; it belongs to God!

A frequent contributor to the Visitor, the
author lives in Portland, OR.
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Messiah V
A New Perspective
by Henry A. Ginder
Life, love, fellowship and fulfillment
are the words which express the feelings
of those who reside at Messiah Village.
Rev. John Hostetter, who served as
director of development during the Venture in Faith program and is now a resident, says: "A look at the Village campus sees beauty everywhere. The plants,
the touch of nature (swans and ducks on
the small lake) and the neatness of the
grounds bespeak appreciation for God's
great out of doors. Spiritual, social and
physical needs are ministered to in detail
by warm-hearted Christians."
The building of the chapel extension

is in keeping with the original plans to
provide a worship center for Village residents. The project is not a new one, but
fulfills the Venture in Faith program
which was delayed to conserve capital
costs.
The Messiah Village community now
meets for worship in a multipurpose
room of inadequate size. This arrangement was understood to be a temporary
measure. During worship services the
present meeting room is frequently crowded beyond its capacity. The resulting
congestion could prove to be hazardous,
especially since wheelchairs are involved.

IftiSil

The use of the multi-purpose room for worship services was intended to be only a
temporary measure.
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The new chapel will expand seating
capacity from the present limit of 150 to
accommodate more than 400 persons. It
will permit Messiah Village residents to
invite visiting family members and
friends to worship with them.
In addition to the chapel, the new
extension will include more rooms for
creative and recreational activities, storage for the residents, added office space
as well as new and enlarged accommodations for the Children's Family Center. This center has attracted considerable affirmation because of the intergenerational benefits, including the enthusiastic support of Mrs. Richard Thornburg,
wife of the governor of Pennsylvania.
The placement of the chapel wing is
planned in functional relationship to
other facilities within the present building. It will be centrally located for both
the sheltered care and nursing patients.
It will be easily accessible by cluster
housing residents and will be close to the
administrative offices and dining areas.
A future 60-bed addition to the present health care unit will join the chapel
wing, thus providing nursing patients
with direct access to the chapel.
The total cost of the building program, not counting furnishings, is projected at over $800,000. Horst Construction of New Holland, Pennsylvania has
been selected as the general contractor.
By action of the Board of Trustees,
$250,000 of the amount needed for the
chapel wing will come from the sale of
the Carlisle property. One half of the
$500,000 sale price of the Paxton Street
Home will be appropriated to the chapel
Evangelical
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wing. An additional $80,000 will be
raised by the Children's Family Center
thus leaving the Village with the responsibility of raising $225,000.
The Brethren in Christ Board of
Administration has granted permission
for Messiah Village to approach the
congregations of the Atlantic and Allegheny Regional Conferences as well as
other interested churches and individuals to raise $125,000 of the $225,000
needed for the chapel component.
As chairman of the Chapel Fund
Drive for Messiah Village, I am very
pleased to indicate that congregations
have responded appreciatively to our approach to them. This a p p r o a c h was not
designed as a high pressure appeal but to
a c c o m m o d a t e a wide variety of interests
and responses. Options suggested for
c o n g r e g a t i o n a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n in the
chapel venture include . . .
• P r o j e c t i n g s u p p o r t f o r the new
chapel through church budgets for
1982 and 1983.
•Lifting offerings for the chapel fund
over and above budgetary commitments.
•Opening the door for contacts with
groups of persons or selected individuals f r o m the congregational
membership.
•Encouraging the sponsorship of the
chapel f u n d by various organizations within the church—such as
adult fellowships, youth groups, Sunday school classes, etc.
According to Rev. Paul McBeth,
January

25, 1982

"Messiah Village is life abundant! We
are personally committed to the advancement of the spiritual, physical and social
aspects of this ministry. Investments
now for the expansion will ensure meeting the need for a larger place of worship. Let's F O C U S on the future."
I a m pleased to indicate that generous
sums have already been committed. To
each congregation or individual who
has already committed resources to this
phase of the Lord's work, we offer our
sincere appreciation. To those who still
want to become part of this project,
simply direct your contributions to the

Chapel Fund Drive, care of the Development Office, Messiah Village, 100
Mt. Allen Drive, Mechanicsburg, P A
17055.
Remember, a gift to the new chapel is
a love offering for the people who call
Messiah Village home! It is also an
investment in the ministry of the Brethren in Christ Church as it seeks to
accomplish God's will here on earth. •
Henry A. Ginder, who served the church
for many years as bishop, is a resident of
Messiah Village and is chairing the Chapel
Fund Drive.

Residents in wheel chairs have difficulty participating in the crowded multi-purpose
room during chapel services.
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BOOK REVIEW

One of the fine chapters in this latter
part of the book discusses how the
Christian home copes with its crises.
Konrad insists that crises are normal,
not something of which to be ashamed;
the important question is how the family
handles them. Here the author is typically helpful: among the resources he
suggests that Christian homes may have
are self-giving love, a warmth and acceptance that allows for failure, humility to
ask for forgiveness, the willingness to be
reconciled, and the support of the congregation. Of the last resource, Konrad
writes: "The church when acting as a
caring community can provide emotional support, affirmation, and warmth
in time of crisis. In such a church we can
experience genuine love without condemnation, we can confess our failures
without judgment, we can ask for help
without fear of rejection."

by George Konrad
Reviewed by E. Morris Sider

Living As God's
Family

" H e a p praise on this book," I a m saying to myself as I begin this review of
Living as God's Family. " M a k e certain
the readers of the Evangelical
Visitor
know that here is a blessing they simply
cannot afford to miss."
What is so good about this third
volume in the adult curriculum of the
Foundation Series? First, the content: it
touches all of us in immediate, practical
ways because it is about families—both
spiritual and biological.
On the spiritual family—the congregation—George Konrad has a wealth of
biblical insights. In the first eight chapters, he shows that such a family has
open doors, cares for one another, nurtures and teaches, edifies and encour-

ages, and speaks the truth in love. And
f r o m time to time this spiritual family
celebrates its unity, as in the Lord's
Supper and, still among some of our
groups, in the love feast and the service
of washing feet.
F r o m the spiritual family, the author
in the last five chapters moves to the
biological family—the home. The Christian family, he maintains, is an extension of the congregation. Thus the home
finds in the congregation its model for
the loving, caring, encouraging, and disciplining attitudes that should take place
a m o n g its members. Thus, too, the
home should find in the congregation
active support in its practice of these
Christian virtues.
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Another excellent feature of Living as
God's Family is its readability. Of the
three volumes of the Foundation Series
published to date, it is decidedly the easiest to understand. In part, this is owing
to Konrad's sense of simple style, in part
to the many meaningful illustrations he
sprinkles throughout each chapter, including a story or two about the Brethren in
Christ.
And I like the pictures, which in their
own way also add understanding and
meaning to the text. J o h n Pimlott, a
member of the G r a n t h a m Brethren in
Christ Church and artist in residence at
Messiah College, painted the cover for
the book. I a m particularly fond of the
Brethren in Christ photographs. In one,
Jacob Kuhns is washing Paul Hostetler's
feet, in another L o m e Lichty is baptizing a boy in a stream, and in a third
elderly A b r a m Brubaker is surrounded
by children at the Messiah Village.
These and other pictures help to convey
the message that being part of God's
families is a wonderful and glorious
privilege.
Altogether, this is a superb little
volume. Fortunate will be those individuals and groups who read and study
f r o m its pages. •

Living as God's Family is the book to be
studied in the March-May quarter of the
Adult Foundation Series. It is reviewed by
Dr. E. Morris Sider of Messiah College, the
Brethren in Christ editor of the curriculum.
Evangelical
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Wilmer Heisey provided direction for
the board sessions, his last meeting with
the full board as executive secretary.
Board member Lynn Thrush is pictured
to the right.

Board for Missions holds
annual meeting at Cross Roads
by J. Wilmer Heisey

The Board for Missions held its annual meeting at the Cross Roads church
December 10-12, across the street from
the new Missions Center at Mount Joy,
PA. Except for its "executive sessions,"
the board's meetings were open to the
public, and interested persons from 19
congregations participated.
After a careful review of its activities,
both overseas and home, the board reaffirmed the commitment of General Conference to move with an expanding missions program to accomplish the brotherhood's goals for aggressive evangelization and church planting in the places to
which the Lord leads the Brethren in
Christ.
Giving deliberate consideration to the
economics of the day, the board initiated
a prioritized budget for 1982 so that it
can administer responsibly the funds
actually given to missions. Facing a

situation in which there are more persons interested in service than our programs can presently assign, disciplined
efforts to "stretch the dollar" are being
made.
The program secretaries, Roy Sider
and Arlene Miller, brought innovative
support plans, adapted to take advantage of opportunities that fall between
the traditional voluntary service formula
and the support of salaried career missionaries. Every effort will be made to
keep the welfare of workers in first
priority.
The board reaffirmed the Overseas
Secretary in successfully completing arrangements for purchase of a living
quarters in Caracas, Venezuela, at a cost
considerably below estimates. Missionaries Gordon and Susie Gilmore will
move from Costa Rica to Caracas early
in 1982.
Board members shared their experiences in implementing the Catch The
Vision '81 campaign which yielded a
reported total of $ 161,642.72. A number
of congregations planned adapted responses to fit their local programming.
Appreciation was expressed for the
t h o r o u g h sharing of i n f o r m a t i o n ,
through both the Congregational Resource Manual and the new office of
Louis Cober.
The stance of the Board for Missions
is one of confidence as it senses a grow-

A number of persons from area congregations participated in this second
year of open board sessions. Pictured
from left to right: Allen Buckwalter, Mary
and Bill Hoke, H. Frank Kipe, Andrew
and Ruth Slagenweit, and Roy Mann.

ing commitment on the part of more
and more congregations. The assignment of Louis Cober to serve the needs
of local pastors and missions committees is an important part of the board's
response to the call for improved communications between worldwide missions and the person in the pew. As
more and more new people get the real
story of Brethren in Christ Missions in
the '80s, they find something to be
excited about.
The present missions challenge deserves the complete commitment of all
our people. With faith in God, who has
commissioned the church, the Board for
Missions is preparing reports and recommendations to the 1982 General Conference that account for its stewardship of
people and resources for the work of
Christ's Kingdom. •

Part of the team organized by Beatrice
Sentz to entertain the board members
and guests, Velma Heisey prepares food
for a meal.

Church planting
ministries initiated
As dusk fell, two groups converged at
Banmankhi. Joy and excitement were
obvious. The church planters had returned from a day of sharing the gospel in
the villages. Now they were sharing with
each other the results of their contacts.
Barnabas Minz had led his group to
an Uraon village. During the noon hour,
as the farmers returned to the village, the
opportunity came to witness. Retracing
their steps toward Banmankhi, they
passed by a Harijan (low caste Hindu)
village. The Harijans beckoned the Chris-

tians to stop. A second opening for
preaching the gospel was eagerly seized.
On their way again, the only Nepali village in the area lay directly on the return
path. With the assistance of the single
Nepali in their group, it was possible to
share the gospel for the third time. All
three villages were attentive to the words
of eternal life. What rejoicing as the
day's events were recounted!
The practical village visitation described above was combined with three
days of solid teaching during the first

by Harvey R. Sider

church planter's seminar at Banmankhi,
India, October 25-29, 1981. Dr. Roger
Hedlund, director of the India Church
Growth Institute, served as resource
person for the seminar. Through Bible
studies and lectures on church growth
principles, Dr. Hedlund encouraged the
25 participants to active involvement in
a movement that could change the direction of the church and community in
North Bihar. He repeatedly emphasized
the tremendous impact cultural and
family bridges are having in India today
to bring many people into the Christian
faith.
In spite of persecution and poverty,
small and occasionally even large groups
are becoming Christians throughout India. At least 80% of the 18 million Christians in India are a result of "people's"
movements. People are coming to Christ
by families, villages and tribes. Significant groups include caste Hindus, notaAbove: Christians pray before visiting
area villages, part of the church planting
seminar in October.
Below: Indian church planters: (left to
right) Binod K a c c h a p , E m m a n u e l
Hembrom (not entering the team at this
time), Moses Mirandi, Josiah Besra,
Samuel Hembrom, Johan Marandi.
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Donald R. Zook has been named by
the Board for Missions to a two-year
term as Executive Secretary of the
board, beginning July 1, 1982. Presently D o n is Associate Professor of
Management and Business at Messiah
College.
The appointment has received initial
approval f r o m the executive committee of the Board of Administration,
and will be reviewed by the full board
at its March meeting.

Don Zook named
to Board for
Missions leadership position
bly the Harijans of South India, and the
tribals of N o r t h India where, for example, virtually 10% of the Mizos are now
Christians. There are the beginnings of a
people's movement a m o n g Nepalis living in India. In some instances, whole
villages are turning to Christ.
To bring balance and perspective, Dr.
Hedlund urged an aggressive teaching/
discipling program for the new Christians. The leaders grasped anew the
extreme importance of helping converts
move into a life of maturity and commitment. He called for a dedication that
would reflect itself in complete devotion, great sacrifice and generosity of
giving out of the extreme poverty in
which they live.
Samuel H e m b r o m and Moses Mirandi had been engaged in church planting
several m o n t h s prior to the seminar.
They are actively witnessing in a cluster
of three Santali villages within a fourmile radius of Banmankhi.
Immediately following the seminar,
they were joined by three more men:
J o h a n Marandi, Josiah Besra and Binod

Dr. Roger Hedlund, seminar resource
person, with Samuel Hembrom, church
planter.

January

25, 1982 9

Following his 1955 graduation f r o m
Elizabethtown (PA) College with a
degree in business administration, Don
began an assignment with the Brethren
in Christ in Southern Rhodesia (now
Zimbabwe). During the fifteen years
he spent in Africa, he carried numerous administrative and financial responsibilities, including those of Matopo
Bookroom manager, General Conference Secretary, and Conference Financial Secretary.
Returning to the United States in
1970, he joined the staff of Messiah
College. While teaching there, he has
continued his training, obtaining his
C.P.A., and earning a doctorate in
Kacchap. This team of five is involved in
new outreach ministries at a total cost of
about $250 per month. It is anticipated
that the thrust will result in several new
churches being established during the
next few years. The goal is for the North
American church to assist in such a
manner that within the next six years
each congregation will be self-supporting.
You can become an active partner in
this exciting adventure by praying daily
for one or all of these men by name. Or

education from Temple University in
1980.
The eldest son of Rev. and Mrs. Roy
Zook, Elizabethtown, Don and Anna
Ruth Kline were married in 1957 at
Macha Mission in Zambia. And their
three children—David, Esther and
Lester—were all born in Africa.
Following a January-term teaching
assignment at Messiah College, D o n
will share in consultations with the
missions office staff. His assignment
will begin in June, allowing for a
month of transition prior to General
Conference.
Don succeeds J. Wilmer Heisey,
who has served the Board for Missions
in general administration for sixteen
years, first as Director of Extension/
Director of Christian Service Ministries and, since 1968, as Executive
Secretary.
Wilmer will become the first longterm Executive Secretary of Mennonite Central Committee U.S., the twoyear-old domestic M C C that focuses
on needs and issues such as the draft,
Native American concerns, U.S. refugee resettlement, and service in areas
of American poverty.

you may want to add a further dimension to your partnership by assuming
the support of one or more of these
missionaries.
Thank God for a church coming of
age—reaching out through national missionaries to their own peoples. •
Harvey Sider, Bishop of the Canadian
Conference, served as a resource person at
the church planter's seminar, along with
Wilmer Heisey and Dr. Hedlund.

Church News
Jacob Engle Farm
Offered for Sale
The J a c o b Engle f a r m near Bainbridge,
P A , t h e h o m e s t e a d of t h e f o u n d e r s of t h e
B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t C h u r c h , h a s b e e n p u t o n
t h e o p e n m a r k e t . O r i g i n a l l y p a r t of a l a r g e r
f a r m which was sold recently, the parcel cont a i n s 10 a c r e s a n d i n c l u d e s t w o h i s t o r i c a l
dwellings t h o u g h t t o b e o r i g i n a l E n g l e h o m e s ,
o n e built a b o u t 1770 a n d t h e o t h e r i n 1868.
If a n y m e m b e r s of t h e B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t
C h u r c h h a v e i n t e r e s t in p u r c h a s i n g t h e p r o p e r t y o n b e h a l f of t h e b r o t h e r h o o d , t h e y m a y
obtain further information f r o m the General
C o n f e r e n c e S e c r e t a r y , D r . A r t h u r M . Clim e n h a g a , 1093 T . R . 1704, R o u t e 4, A s h land, O H 44805.

Nominee for Director of
Stewardship and Finance
The Commission on Stewardship and
F i n a n c e will s u b m i t t h e n a m e of D r . D a v i d
M c B e t h , of G r a n t h a m , P A , t o t h e B o a r d of
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n f o r a p p r o v a l as D i r e c t o r of
S t e w a r d s h i p a n d F i n a n c e ( U . S . ) . If a p p r o v e d
b y t h e B o a r d of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , D r . M c B e t h
will a s s u m e his n e w r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s e a r l y in
1982.
T h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e of t h e B o a r d of
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n h a s given p r e l i m i n a r y a p p r o v al a n d e n d o r s e m e n t t o t h i s n o m i n a t i o n .

Allegheny Conference
The Blairs Mills congregation held an installation service for the Carl Bert family as their pastoral family on Sunday, Dec. 20. • Eighteen persons were received into fellowship by the Carlisle
congregation on Sunday, Dec. 13. • Five babies
were dedicated to the Lord on Sunday, Dec. 13,
reports the Five Forks congregation.

Stephen Wacker, second from left, has
received the Herald of Christ award, the highest award presented by Christian Service Brigade. He has been active in Brigade for six
years and is now attending Penn State University, majoring in forestry science. Pictured
with Stephen in the Mechanicsburg, PA,
Brethren in Christ Church are his pastor, Rev.
Charles R. Burgard; Rev. Richard Miller,
C.S.B. representative; and his parents, Nancy
and Paul Wacker.
10

ship services. They also report having a bus ministry. • Homeward Bound, a music group f r o m
Messiah College, presented a program to the Fairview congregation on Sunday morning, Dec. 27.
The Laksview congregation reports 17 persons
became members on Sunday, Dec. 13. • A Widow's Luncheon was held by the Mooretown congregation on Tuesday, Dec. 8. The luncheon was
open to all widows in the congregation and in the
community.

Midwest Conference

John and Sue Geyer
The Green Spring congregation held a farewell
dinner for John and Sue Geyer and their son. The
Geyers are the pastoral couple at Knifley, Ky.
(Central Conference). • The Montgomery congregation reports Bishop and Mrs. Alvin Book were
guests on Sunday, Dec. 13. • On Sunday, Feb. 7,
the Clark Millers will be installed as the pastoral
couple of the relocated Uniontown congregation.

Atlantic Conference
Twenty-three persons were received into fellowship by the Manor congregation on Sunday evening, Dec. 6. Fifteen persons were baptized. • The
Mastersonville congregation reports holding revival services in November. Dr. Henry Ginder was
the evangelist. Four persons were baptized.
A program of music was given by the Manheim
Area Chorus on Sunday evening, Dec. 6, to the
Mt. Pleasant congregation. • The Speedwell
Heights congregation reports receiving three persons into fellowship recently. • Gary Eldred
assumed pastoral duties at the Holden Park congregation beginning the first of January.

Canadian Conference
An Open House was held for Rev. and Mrs.
George C. Sheffer, Stayner, Ontario, on Oct. 24,
in honor of their 50th Wedding Anniversary. The
Sheffers have four children: Elsie, Leslie, Dale and
Eldon. Rev. Sheffer was elected to the Christian
ministry at the age of 25 and served the Stayner
congregation for 34 years and the Collingwood
congregation for 3 years.
Cash contributions of $5,301 were received by
the Houghton congregation during their building
fund drive and commitments of $6,140 were
received. • Sunday, Nov. 29, was Church Membership Day for the Rosebank congregation. After
ten persons were received into membership in the
morning service, a fellowship meal was held,
honoring all those who had joined the congregation during 1981.
The Welland congregation celebrated its 61st
anniversary with an unveiling of plans for the
proposed new facility. A fellowship supper was
held at the Cosa Dante Lodge.

Central Conference
Josie Townsend, one of Dayton's members who
died recently, had 27 years of perfect attendance in
Sunday school. She was well known to the congregation for her faithfulness in prayer and dedication to the Lord.
The Dayton congregation reports an increase in
attendance, both in the Sunday school and wor-

The youth of the Alta Loma congregation held
their annual "Servant Sale" on Saturday, Jan. 23.
Members of the youth group were available to the
congregation for doing odd jobs. • The Chino
congregation has experienced a 64% increase in
membership in the past eighteen months. A
Robert Schuller Film Workshop was held on Dec.
4 and 5.

For The Record . . .
Births
Alderfer: Ryan James, Dec. 5; Ray and Linda
Alderfer, Upland congregation, Ca.
Barton: Todd Jeremy, Dec. 4; Todd and Dina
Barton, Five Forks congregation, Pa.
Crider: Trisha Ann, Dec. 1; Tim and Marlene
Crider, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Erbig: Robert Philip IV, Nov. 29; Bob and
Marilyn Erbig, Souderton congregation, Pa.
Fillers: Laura Dannielle, Oct. 3; Larry and
Christine Fillers, Dayton congregation, Oh.
Griffith: Angel Kay, Dec. 8; T o m and Linda
(Buck) Griffith, Alta Loma congregation, Ca.
Hayes: Sarah Russell, Dec. 7; Steve and Susan
Hayes, Grantham congregation, Pa.
Heise: William Bradley, Nov. 10; Walter and
Brenda (Hoover) Heise, Prince Albert congregation, Sask.
Kipe: Suzanne Michelle, Nov. 29, David and
Janet Kipe, M a n o r congregation, Pa.
Niesley: Nathan Andrew, Oct. 28; Alan and
Diane Niesley, Philadelphia, Pa.
Otte: Amber Justine, Dec. 10; Mr. and Mrs.
Jim Otte, Rosebank congregation, Ks.
Peck: Renee Grace, Dec. 2; Richard and Ruth
Anna, Canoe Creek congregation, Pa.

GENERAL CONFERENCE
POSITIONS OPEN
S e v e r a l p o s i t i o n s in t h e b u s i n e s s
o f f i c e f o r G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e 1982
a r e still o p e n . I n v o l v i n g r e m u n e r a tion, these include secretarial w o r k
and Bulletin editor. Also, s o m e o p e n i n g s f o r p a g e s a r e a v a i l a b l e . If y o u a r e
interested, please contact:
Dr. A r t h u r M . C l i m e n h a g a
1093 T R 1704, Rt. 4
Ashland, O H 44805
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Potter: Sally Ruth, Nov. 28; Steve and Joan
Potter, Bethel Community congregation, Mi.
Rupp: Lee Phillip, Dec. 19; Ted and Robin
Rupp, Upland congregation, Ca.
Sauder: Tavia Sue, Nov. 23; Allen and Susan
Sauder, Mountain View congregation, Pa.
Shepherd: Rebecca Noel, Dec. 9; Ernie and
Jackie Shepherd, Fairview Avenue congregation,
Pa.
Simpson: J a s o n Alan, Aug. 12; J o h n and
Sherri Simpson, Dayton congregation, Oh.
Smith: Daniel Benjamin, Dec. 10; Gary and
Louise Smith, Lakeview Community congregation, Mi.
Stanley: Rachel Dawn, Oct. 13; Isaac and
Melanie Stanley, Dayton congregation, Oh.
Wildeson: Kelby Ray, Dec. 6, Harold and
Karen Wildeson, Chambersburg congregation,
Pa.
Young: Steven Douglas, Dec. 7; Lee and Nancy
Young, Chambersburg congregation. Pa.
Zinn: Angela Noel, Dec. 9; J o h n W. and Marie
(Noel) Zinn, Harrisburg, Pa.

Weddings
Musser-Morris: D e n a Lynne, d a u g h t e r of
Velva M. Morris and Carlin W. Morris, and
David Lynn, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Musser,
Nov. 26, in the Montgomery Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. L o m e G. Lichty and Rev. J o h n
Sider officiating.
Rice-Hager: Jane Marie, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. O. Eugene Hager, and Richard Eugene, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Rice, both of Greencastle,
Pa., Nov. 28, in the Antrim Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Paul Z. Hess officiating.

Obituaries
Bailey: Jesse R. Bailey, born Nov. 20, 1928 in
Oklahoma, died Dec. 21, 1981 in Chino, Ca. He
was the son of Ernest and Elva Bailey. Rev.
Robert Hempy and Rev. C. R. Heisey conducted
the funeral service. Interment was in the Riverside
National Cemetery.
Carbaugh: Glen Carbaugh, Greencastle, Pa.,
born Feb. 6, 1914, died Nov. 21, 1981 in the

Ebersole: Rev. Roscoe K. Ebersole, Saxton,
Pa., born April 14, 1904 in Bedford Co., Pa., died
Dec. 16, 1981 in University Hospital, Baltimore,
M d . He was the son of Isiah and Lucy Kegarise
Ebersole. On Nov. 7, 1925 he was married to
Lillian M. Bechtel who survives. Also surviving
are two daughters: Mrs. Betty H a m m a n and Mrs.
Esther Kuhns; three brothers; three sisters; seven
grandchildren; and nine great-grandchildren. Two
brothers; two sisters; and a great-grandson preceded him in death. He pastored the Saxton
Brethren in Christ Church for 45 years and helped
to construct the original church. The funeral service was conducted in the Saxton Church by Rev.
Ross Morningstar and Rev. Blaine Kauffman.
Interment was in the Grandview Cemetery.
A Tribute
Brother and Sister Ebersole were saved for the
Lord and his service during the great revival at
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Chambersburg Hospital. He was married to Hazel
Shives Carbaugh who survives. Also surviving are
two daughters; two sons; three sisters; three brothers; and 11 grandchildren. The funeral service was
conducted in the Montgomery Brethren in Christ
Church by Rev. Ronald Strader and Rev. Melvin
Boose. I n t e r m e n t was in the M o n t g o m e r y
Cemetery.
Haldeman: Abner B. Haldeman, Upland, Ca.,
born Oct. 21, 1908 in Thomas, Ok., died Nov. 20,
1981. He was the son of Jesse and Mae Haldeman.
In 1929 he married Marian Vellis and they had
three children: William Keith, James Edwin, and
Mrs. Carole Jeanne Engle. For twenty years he
served as a business manager of the Upland College and also as mayor of Upland for ten years. He
was a member of the Upland Brethren in Christ
Church where the funeral service was conducted
by Rev. Robert Hempy, Rev. Alvin Burkholder
and Rev. C. R. Heisey. Interment was in the Bellevue Cemetery.
Pharr: Nelson M. Pharr, Richmond, Va., born
May 15,1924, died Dec. 3,1981. He was the son of
Dabney and Mary (Fry) Pharr. On Dec. 6,1969 he
was married to Sallye Lou Clapper who survives.
Also surviving is a sister, Mrs. M. Betsy Kuehn.
Rev. J o h n L. Rosenberry, Rev. Nelson R. Roth,
Rev. Merle J. Horton and Rev. Simon Lehman,
Jr. conducted the funeral service. Interment was in
the Carson Valley Cemetery, Cross Keys, Pa.
Stump: Oscar F. Stump, born Feb. 16, ib»8 in
Elkhart, In., died Nov. 21,1981. He was the son of
Bishop J o h n A. and Leah Bechtel Stump. On Feb.
4,1911, he was married to Nellie M. Wagner. He is
survived by three children: Mrs. Esther Hoover,
Mrs. J o a n n a Hoke, and Willard; seven grandchildren; and nine great-grandchildren. He was a
member of the Brethren in Christ Church since his
teen years. A memorial service was conducted by
George A. Kibler and Chaplain Leroy Walters at
the Messiah Village where he was living at the time
of his death. The funeral service was conducted in
the Christian Union Brethren in Christ Church by
Rev. C. R. Nissly and Rev. Rick Mailloux. Interment was in the adjoining cemetery.
Townsend: Josie V. Townsend, born July 19,
1905, died Dec. 9, 1981. She was married to Verlin
Townsend who survives. Also surviving are a
daughter, J o a n n e Simpson; a son, Robert Grussman; four grandchildren; and 9 great-grandchildren. She was a member of the Dayton Brethren in
Christ Church where the funeral service was conducted. Interment was in the Fairview Cemetery.

Altoona in the '20s and were greatly used of the
Lord as the revival spread into other areas. Having
sold most of their possessions in order to buy a
school house in which to live and hold meetings,
he preached the Word, prayed for the sick and
suffered persecution in Salemville, his hometown.
He was active in the beginning of the work in
Saxton. The great revival began in Weaver's
Grove, then the Grange Hall, a garage and finally
to the present location. He became the first pastor
of the Saxton Brethren in Christ Church.
We pray God's comfort to the family and his
many close friends. We rejoice in this celebration
of his homegoing. We know if our brother could
speak to us, his family and friends and the church
at Saxton today, it would be words of concern for
our souls. It would be his desire to one day meet all
of us again in that place which the Lord has prepared for his children. So may it be!

Messiah College
February Ministers Conference
Messiah College will host its annual
Ministers Conference on February 16
and 17, with registration on Tuesday,
February 16, at 8:30 AM in the college
chapel.
The conference, titled "Help for the
Eighties," will feature speakers Carl F.
H. Henry, Paul F. Able, and Donald R.
Zook. All ministers and spouses are
welcome. Participants can register for
both days for $8.00 or one day only for
$5.00. Spouses may register at one-half
rate.
For more information, contact the
College Advancement Office, Messiah
College, Grantham, PA 17027, (717)
766-2511.
Overhead Bridge Issue Back Again
Ten years ago Messiah College pursued the possibility of a new entrance to
the Grantham Campus by building a
bridge across the railroad. The plans
included a new approach way at the
north side of the campus. Engineering
drawings were prepared and were shared
with the various municipalities.
But Messiah backed off the project at
that time because of insufficient funding. The college continues to need such a
bridge for reasons of safety and access,
and the need today seems to be more
urgent than ever. Both the Board of
Associates and Trustees are now calling
for continued movement toward fulfillment of the project.
New Building Named for Smith
Since the Smith Hall of Music was
razed because all of its functions were
moved to the fine arts center, the board
took action to name the 24-unit townehouse apartment complex constructed
in 1979 the S. R. Smith Residence Hall.
Smith was the first president of Messiah
College, serving from 1909 to 1916.
Soccer Team National Champs
The soccer team, coached by Dr. Layton Shoemaker, won the National Christian College Athletic Association championship by defeating Cedarville College
(OH), 2-1. Messiah had a best-ever 18-21 season. Jim Blouch, Messiah's all-time
high scorer with 63 season goals, was
voted MVP of the tournament, and
Craig Feister was selected as defensive
MVP. Other Messiah players named to
the all-tournament team were Greg
Clippinger, David Young, and David
Brandt.
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The quizmaster (standing) confers
with judges at the Atlantic Conference
regional quiz playoffs.

Quizzing the
by Ken Letner
Charles Crider was born in Kansas
and attended Messiah College, beginning in 1942. Charlie is presently serving
as Atlantic Conference quizmaster. He
and his family attend the Lancaster
Brethren in Christ Church.

churches. They blended together as one
unit in no time at all because they had
known each other so well through several years of quizzing. To get together in
the 'body' of the church for such a noble
purpose as to study the Word of God is
enough to stimulate anyone.

How long have you been involved
with quizzing? Where did it begin?
I've been in quizzing 13 years and
have coached for 11 years.
I retired from school teaching in June,
1979 with the idea of devoting more time
to the church, perhaps in some type of
voluntary service. My wife, Pat, and I
went to the missions office in Elizabethtown to check into various possibilities.
It was at this same time 1 was asked to be
regional quizmaster. I felt as if this
opportunity to serve young people was
an answer to prayer. I felt that there was
much that could be done in this area.
I have been involved in quizzing since
1968 when Pat and I worked with Ruth
Dourte at the church on Caroline Street.
Ruth gave us a real background in quizzing for the first couple of years. My
wife has been a continuing support to
my years in quizzing.

How have you seen quizzing affect
the lives of young men and women?
I could give many examples of quizzing affecting the lives of young men and
women. I could name scores of young
quizzers who have turned toward the
church, changed their lifestyles, gone
into the ministry or mission work, or
been a strong force in their local
churches. However, I would like to
make clear that I feel there are many
programs of the church that can point to
similar experiences. I just thank the
Lord for what he has done through
quizzing as well as other programs of the
church. We are all doing what we are
doing for the glory of God. We are all
working together.

Why has quizzing been so stimulating to you?
There is no other program in the
Brethren in Christ Church that affords
the opportunity for youth of various
churches to get together and to learn to
know each other on a personal basis as
well as Bible quizzing. This past summer
I had the opportunity to coach a team
made up of quizzers from four different

Ken Letner is the associate pastor of the
Lancaster, PA congregation.
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Should quizzing be a part of every
church's youth program?
I'd naturally feel that would be an
asset. In order to have an effective Bible
quiz program, there need to be dedicated leaders, and without those dedicated leaders it would likely be unsuccessful. When I look at the churches in
the Atlantic Conference, I find that
every church with a Bible quiz program
has it because someone in the church
was willing to sacrifice much of their
time to that program. We are living in a
busy world, and young people have to
decide whether they are willing to give
their time to a program of Bible study at
the expense of other activities. There is
no doubt in my mind that they would

find it rewarding and enjoyable and
worthwhile. Yes, I think every church
should consider seriously the possibility
of quizzing as a part of their youth
program.
I think it is possible to have a good,
sound Bible study program that, in fact,
could possibly be more effective than
Bible quizzing. I think that possibility
exists. Probably larger churches might
be able to have several types of programs; smaller churches, less. I'm 'gungho' quizzing, but I'm not 'gung-ho' quizzing at the expense of other things. I
think of one year the Upland congregation had a musical group. They put a lot
of time in that and a trip was involved. I
think there was a lot of benefit in that as
well.

• ^ • • A n

interview
with

- —LO

What does it take to be a good
quizzer? To be a good coach?
Commitment! Of course, we do need
to accept the fact that there are varying
abilities and that not everyone is going
to be a good quizzer. Beyond that, it
takes real commitment.
To say what makes a good coach, I
need only to look at our coaches in the
Evangelical
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Brethren in Christ Church. First, they
need a love for God and his Word.
Second, they need a genuine deep love
for youth. Third, they need to be sold on
Bible quizzing. We have to think that
Bible quizzing is really something that
will benefit all the youth of the church
that are involved in that program—to
help turn them in the right direction. If
coaches have these three and are willing
to commit themselves to their youth,
they'll have great results. That doesn't
necessarily mean they will be a winning
team. It means that they will see results
in the lives of the young people they
coach! That's really what a winning
team is—one that blends together and is
drawn closer to Christ in their walk in
life.
How did you prepare a team for
competition?
I'm sure every coach uses different
methods very successfully. The important thing is to help quizzers believe in
themselves, believing that they will do
the very best they can, and whether they
win or lose, they are still tops in your
mind. They should always be made to
appreciate any quizzer or team that can
beat them. That person needs to be
admired for being what he or she is!
Always expect to win, but always be
prepared to lose. It's easier to be a good
winner than a good loser, but it is more
important to be a good loser.
What were some of the more exciting competitions you coached in?
So many! Of course there were many
on the Regional level, but probably the
ones that stand out most in my mind
would be Nationals and Worlds—finals
with Nappanee in 1969, with Mt. Rock
in 1970, with Canada in 1972, and with
Grantham in 1976. One of my most
exciting was a three-way quiz at Worlds
in 1977 in which we beat two all-star
teams to finish in fourth place. Of the
three finals at Nationals, the 1976 final
stands out, because we had one of our
better teams and Grantham had one of
their better teams. The feeling before
going into the finals was just like Esther
Zook of Grantham put it, "I feel so good
because I know no matter who wins we
will still love each and will still be good
friends." That makes for an exciting
time together.
What are some of life's lessons
you've learned through your quizzing experience?

and always show respect for the teams
that lose, for tomorrow it might be you!
For years I would do anything to win a
quiz—like jump just to cut the other
team out of a chance to get the question
and win the quiz. One year at the Grantham Tournament, when we entered
two teams, our second team did just that
to the team I was coaching. I realized
that was a result of my coaching. Now,
though I'd always have my team jump
sharp, I'd have them avoid jumping just
to cut the other team out—always give
an honest try at getting the questions.
Also, I never favor my teams siding with
one of the other conference teams, especially in Regionals, but also in Nationals. I suggest that they cheer for the
person who gets the answer, no matter
what team that person is on. I've seen
too many cases where other teams ran to
the winning team because they were for
them, and the losing team was the one
that was ignored. We're all brothers and
sisters—win or lose!
What was one of the most encouraging times for you in quizzing?
The many affirmations that I have
received from the coaches and quizzers
of the Atlantic Conference have been
encouraging. They have been terrific!
Even when I have goofed, they've been
very supportive. There have been so
many rewarding times involving the
teams I have coached that it is hard to
point any one of them out. I suppose
one would be to see one of my quizzers
who had been beaten out of a jump by
an opposing quizzer (that knocked us
out of the finals) go to that opposing
quizzer, throw her arms around her and
say, "Great jump!" That takes a great
person.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ — —

You have been an inspiration to
many over the years in quizzing—
quizzers and coaches alike,—from
whom have you gained your inspiration?
If I were to name the people I've
received my inspiration in quizzing from,
I'm afraid I'd leave someone out. I will
attempt to name a special few. Ruth
Dourte who taught me many values in
quizzing; Mark Hess, whom I consider
the dean Atlantic Conference quizzing;
Mahlon Fry who helped me be relaxed
as a quiz coach; my wife and children
who shared the quizzing experiences
with me; and Jake, Bessie and Hannah
Lutz (members of the Lancaster Church)
who were always there! Of course, I
would be remiss not to mention our pastor, Merle Brubaker, whom I have
known through quizzing for several
years.
You serve as deacon at Lancaster.
Has your ministry as deacon been
enhanced at all by your quizzing
involvements?
I am completing my tenth year as
deacon at Lancaster. I feel my involvement in quizzing has made me more
sensitive to the youth of our church, and
in that way has made me a better deacon
than I would have otherwise been.
How have your quizzing involvements affected your family?
All three of our children have been
quizzers and my wife has always stuck
with me and enjoyed quizzing. In 1970,
my two sons were on the team that traveled to California and in 1976, my
daughter was on the team that went to
California. In addition, we've had trips
to Canada and Ohio. Actually many of
our vacations have been planned around
quizzing.
continued on p. 15

1982 Bible
Quiz
The Brethren in Christ Bible Quiz is sponsored each year by
the Board of Christian Education. This year's material is the
Gospel of Matthew in the New International Version (1978 edition). National playoffs will be held at the 1982 General Conference in Azusa, CA, July 3-9.
The General Conference quizmaster is David Brubaker.

One lesson I've learned in quizzing is
to always try to win as fairly as possible
January 25, 1982
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Readers Respond
Two decades ago . . .
Eighteen years ago, as a senior in high
school, I gave a propaganda speech in
one of my classes advocating the end of
Santa Claus. Amazingly, my arguments
almost exactly paralleled those given by
Jane and Harry Musser ("Whose birthday is it?", Dec. 10 Visitor). How little
has changed in two decades!
Oh, yes, I like your recent use of color
in the Visitor.
Amy Yeatts
Dillsburg, PA
Mangled and misplaced . . .
I am writing to say that I would like to
renew my expired subscription. I would
like to share with you why my subscrip-
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tion ran out. I had returned my renewal
form and check. About two months
later, I received my check, torn and
covered with black ink, and a note from
the postal clerk in Cincinnati, Ohio, stating that my letter had been lost in their
machinery. It then is put in a bin after it
is discovered. Then, at unscheduled intervals, items in the bin are sorted and
returned to their owners if the return
address has not been lost.
Hopefully, this time the check will
reach you.
Kermit L. Burkholder
Shippensburg, PA
It did, Kermit. Thanks for the explanation.
Looking for rationale
In the last few years I have become
aware of an almost desperate attempt by
various boards and committees to "make
sure that half of our group leadership is

The question has been put, Earl. Let
me know about the responses.
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The Electronic Church
I was deeply interested in the article
on "The Electronic Church," (Nov. 10)
and would like to address the question
from a longer point of view.
Almost three years ago my husband's
health became such that it was impossible for us to attend church. I was very
disappointed, for I loved to attend my
beloved church every time the doors
were opened. Now I was forced to resort
to the electronic church as an alternative. However, the words of my dear
Christian mother came to my mind and
helped me face the situation with an
unbiased mind. When I was a child she
told me, "God has his hand in making all
the evangelical denominations, so that if
he cannot reach the sinner through one,
perhaps he can reach him through
another."
I have learned to deeply appreciate
the TV ministry. I was soon able to
choose the programs which seemed most
inspirational and spiritual. What a miracle! We can go to Virginia, Florida,
Michigan, Oklahoma, Colton, and to
Los Angeles all in one morning. And we
hear such wonderful messages! If we
don't like what we hear we can just turn
the button and go somewhere else.
Alan and I sit here at our dining room
table, (we often hold hands) and realize
14

made up of women." No matter whether
it be a committee, board or agency,
make sure there are ladies on it.
Now I am not necessarily opposed to
the trend. What I am searching for is a
biblical rationale. 1 know that the world
around us is caught up in the issues
surrounding "Women's Lib," "Equal
Rights," "The Year of the Woman" and
such like. What I need to know, for my
own satisfaction is: does the Bible say
the church must have equal representation of both men and women in its
administrative and supporting structures?
If you can put this question before the
brotherhood (oops, the church body), I
will be thankful. Responses can be
addressed to me at P.O. Box 278, Martins burg, PA 16662.
Earl E. Herr
Martinsburg, PA

the reality of Christ's promise, "Where
two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midst." Christ is
so present in our services.
The other Sunday we heard such a
good message on salvation through the
blood of Christ; no other way to get to
heaven. Another Sunday morning every
message was on the second coming of
Christ and the necessity of being ready.
It seemed as though all the pastors got
together and planned it so but I knew
that that was impossible. It was the Holy
Spirit who told them what to say. Anyway, after spending the morning thinking of the second coming of Christ, I felt
as though I was ready to take off
through the ceiling.
I know that our pastors have to spend
time asking for finances but we must
remember the tremendous cost of the
TV ministry and our pastors have to live
and support their families. Most of them
also support missionary projects. We
must also consider that the audience on
Sunday mornings is largely the handicapped and sinners, since able-bodied
Christians are in church at that time. I
thank God for all who make our TV
programs possible.
It is hard to realize the things that our
TV pastors are supporting. I know one
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who spends about one-third of his time
asking for money. But, through the
months I have learned some of the
things which he supports: a pledged million dollars a year for the Mercy Ship
and the Viet Nam refugees; the largest
Christian TV and radio ministry in the
world; a vast missionary program among
the starving of Haiti; a Christian college
with the lowest tuition in the United
States and free tuition for foreign students so that they can take the Gospel to
their own people. These programs all
require an enormous amount of money.
But, just "hang in there"; he tells us not
to give any money which belongs to our
local church.
If you listen through his "begging"
you will find that he gives a good Gospel
message and always ends with an invitation to seek the Lord. Thousands have
been saved as a result of his ministry.
Helping people to find the Lord, I
feel, is most important, especially in
these last days. The Church, the Bride of
Christ, should be saying, "Come." I
believe that if there is a sinner in the
audience he should be given an opportunity to find the Lord. I feel that we as a
church often fail along this line. Anyway, the electronic church could give us
some lessons.
Lula G. Couch
Upland, CA
Evangelical
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Quizzing the
Quizmaster from p. 13
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EDITORIAL

In the multitude of counselors
Serving as quizmaster, you have
contact with new coaches. How do
you help them get started? What
good words do you have for them?
As regional quizmaster, I feel I am a
servant of the quizzers and their coaches.
In this capacity, I am always anxious to
meet new coaches and new teams. If
someone is new in quizzing, they have
many questions about quizzing, and I
hope with my fifteen years in quizzing
that I will be able to answer most of
those questions and pass on as many
helps as I can. All I can do is offer to
meet with them or their teams and go
over what quizzing is all about. It is
rewarding when you see them become a
part of the program and the quizzers
become a part of the 'body' of quizzers.

As part of last fall's subscription drive, we asked pastors the open-ended
question: "What general comments or suggestions would you offer concerning the Visitor—content, format, etc.?" A number chose not to respond,
making it difficult to know whether (1) they thought the magazine was
perfect and couldn't find any ideas for improvement, or (2) they saw it as a
lost cause, beyond hope.
Of those who did respond (a representative cross-section of our pastors),
several jotted brief notes like "Good, no need of change," "I like it better each
year," and "A good range of issues." And then there was "In my opinion, all
is well, but the people here in XYZ don't get too excited about the Visitor."
Not everyone was equally impressed with the Visitor. One pastor commented at length, comparing it with Moody Monthly (with the Visitor
coming in a poor second), especially in terms of full color photography and
the breadth of choice writers. (Oh, for the budget of Moody Monthly!) One
person said we use too many non-Brethren in Christ writers; another felt we
emphasized Brethren in Christ writers too much.
Still, affirmation was given for what some termed "contemporary issues"
(baptism and membership, copyright abuse, and peace concerns were mentioned specifically). One pastor wrote, "I appreciate the openness to report
on topics of interest and controversy. Not all of us agree on all things but we
are free to voice our support or opposition. Keep it coming! Praise the
Lord!" Several pastors gave the Visitor good marks for providing devotional/
inspirational articles, while two others sensed a lack in this area. One noted
an apparent shift from "inspiration" to "reporting" but didn't say if that was
bad or good.
Several spoke favorably about the missions coverage in the Visitor while
one complained there is too much printed about missions. Some called for
more church news (congregational items, births, deaths, etc.), with one
pastor writing, "Our people say if you put more church news and church
people in they would subscribe." Yet others find too much of a denominational emphasis in the paper, suggesting most congregational news could be
dropped without harm. One pastor said the only reason he subscribes is for
the obituaries.
A few pastors noted difficulty in encouraging new members to subscribe
to the Visitor. On the other hand, the pastor of a newer congregation
reported 47 renewals and 15 new subscriptions, despite the fact that a
number of his members are new Christians and few have prior roots in the
Brethren in Christ Church.
Other counsel included the call for more letters to the editor ("even if you
have to 'forge' a few!"), longer editorials, a move to monthly publication,
and getting the Visitor to readers on time. (This last comment generally came
from Canadians. Yes, there are times like this issue and the last when we miss
our intended mailing date— 10 days prior to cover date—but many Canadians regularly receive their copy three to four weeks later than do U.S.
subscribers.)
"In the multitude of counselors there is safety." Though the counsel at
times was conflicting, these comments from pastors have been instructive.
Their responses, however, form only the initial step in a process designed to
obtain reader feedback. With confidence in the veracity of Proverbs 11:14,
we plan to insert a reader questionnaire in one of the March issues. It will
give you opportunity to be one of our counselors.
So, rescue those October and November Visitors from the stack of old
magazines in the basement and get ready to respond to the survey.
Remember, the proverb calls for a "multitude" of counselors.
G

Have you had an underlying goal or
purpose throughout your years of
quizzing?
My goal in quizzing is to point young
people to Jesus Christ, see them get into
the Word, and apply the Word in their
daily lives. Another goal is to get our
youth of the various local congregation
to know each other on a personal, firstname basis. In this day we need the
strength of fellow Christians to support
each other in our Christian walk.
Do you have any closing comments?
I am serving in quizzing. That is a far
cry from many people serving in the
mission field and in full-time Christian
service in other areas. It seems to be
where I have been called. I do not hold
quizzing above any other form of service. They all have their place in the
work to be done here on earth. When
you asked if every church should have a
quiz program in their church, I should
have said, "Should every church have a
service p r o g r a m in their church?"
"Should every church have a youth musical group in their church?" "Should
every church have a Brigade-Pioneer
Girl program in their church?" I think
each church has to answer that question
for themselves as the Lord leads them.
Churches with a large youth group
might be able to have several of these
things. Churches with small youth
groups may be able to have less. But
whatever they do should be done to the
honor and glory of God.
January 25, 1982
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Brethren in Christ and
Mennonite groups
participate in U.S.
membership study
Nine Mennonite and Brethren in
Christ denominations will be included
in the 1980 church membership study
that is being conducted through the
cooperative efforts of the major religious bodies in the United States. The
study includes 112 denominations, which
represents nearly half the number of
church bodies listed in the Yearbook of
American and Canadian Churches but
reflects about 90% of the total church
population in the United States.
In addition to the Brethren in Christ,
those included in the study are the
Beachy Amish, Mennonite Church,
General Conference Mennonite Church,
Mennonite Brethren, Church of God in
Christ, Evangelical Mennonite Brethren,

General
Conference
Information
The General Conference of
1982 will convene on the campus
of A z u s a P a c i f i c University,
Azusa, California (about 18 miles
f r o m Upland), from Saturday,
July 3, at 1 PM, to Thursday
noon, July 8. Registration will
open on Friday evening, July 2,
f r o m 6 to 9 P M , and continue on
Saturday from 8 to 12 noon.
A four-page form with detailed
information will be inserted in the
next issue of the Evangelical Visitor (Feb. 10). For more information, contact the Convention Director, Paul Hostetler, Grantham,
P A 17027. Phone: (717) 766-2621.
The facilities at Azusa are excel16

Evangelical Mennonite Church, and the
Old Order Amish.
William Goodwin, staff associate of
the Glenmary Research Center, Washington, D.C., the agency coordinating this
study, reported these developments to
participants of the 47th annual meeting
of Association of Statisticians of American Religious Bodies (ASARB). Goodwin indicated that, as in the previous
1971 decenniel study, the church data
will be matched with the United States
census data. The result will be a publication which includes census and church
data according to region, state and
county levels.
The number of churches, their total
membership and the percentage of their
membership in relation to the total population of the region, state, and county
will be reported. For example in 1971, it
was reported that in Lancaster County,
PA, 1.1% of the population were members of the Brethren in Christ Church;
10% were members of the Mennonite

lent. Both meals and lodging will
be available on the campus. Motels and campsites are in the area.
Campsites (without hookups) are
available on the campus.
All pastors in the Allegheny
and Atlantic Conferences have
received information on blocks of
seats being held on World Airways, roundtrip Baltimore/Los
Angeles, before and after General
Conference. They have also received full information on chartered
bus travel to and from Conference. Readers who have not seen
this information (two full pages)
posted, may wish to contact their
pastors.
GENERAL CONFERENCE INF O R M A T I O N will appear in
each issue of the Evangelical Visitor from now through the June 10
issue. You should find it helpful to
keep these issues together for
ready reference.

Church; and 0.3% were members of the
General Conference Mennonite Church.
It was further noted that 53.8% of the
population of Lancaster County were
members of churches included in the
study.
In addition to the published volume,
several color coded maps illustrating the
predominate religious body of each county will also be produced.
Goodwin also illustrated how church
bodies can combine census data with the
church data to develop a profile of the
area they serve. Such profiles could
reflect geographical areas from state and
national levels, to county, village, and
even block areas in given communities.
Census information included in the profile includes population, racial composition, age, marital status, educational
level, health, housing, occupation, and
family income.
Phil Jones of the Southern Baptist
Convention indicated that their mission
board used the resources developed by
the 1971 church membership study and
the related information available through
the census bureau to undergird their
current thrust and strategy of planting
churches in counties where there is the
greatest potential need for the gospel.
James E. Horsch, editor of the Mennonite Yearbook and Mennonite Church
member of the ASARB, observed that
"such data along with spiritual discernment can certainly guide Mennonite and
Brethren in Christ conferences and congregations in their mission of developing
new congregations or in refocusing the
mission of their churches in terms of the
needs of the people with whom the
church already lives."
Publication date for the church membership study (book $18.00 and map
$4.00) is slated for May 18, 1982. It will
be available from denominational publishers; the Office of Research, Education and Planning, National Council of
Churches of Christ in the USA, 475
Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10015;
and the Glenmary Research Center,
4604 East-West Highway, Bethesda,
M D 20814.
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